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✓ < 5,000 accredited 

institutions

✓ < 8,000 students from 

Hong Kong and 

Macau

U.S. Higher Education
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Undergraduate Programs

Differences between USA and other 
English Speaking Countries
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Paths to a U.S.  Bachelor’s Degree

Secondary School

4 years at a 
4-year 

university/ 
college

2 years at a 
community college

2 years at a 4-year 
university/ college

Bachelor’s Degree
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Early College for Age 16

Washington State

Some Community Colleges in California, 
Florida, New York, Colorado, etc.
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What is Liberal Arts Education?

• Focus heavily on student participation

• Creativity and critical thinking

• Value student-teacher interaction

• Liberal Arts Colleges: 
• Wellesley College, MA

• Smith College, NY

• Wesleyan University
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The Importance of Fit

REPUTATION

SIZE

LOCATION

ADMISSION 

REQUIREMENTS

COST & 

FINANCIAL 

AID

FACILITIES

ACCREDITATION
COURSE 

SELECTION



www.educationusa.state.gov

Community 

College 

(2 years)

Public University 

(4 years)

Private 

University 

(4 years)

Tuition and fees 3730 26820 36880

Room and board 8990 11510 12990

Books and 

supplies

1460 1240 1240

Transportation 1840 1230 1060

Other expenses 2400 2170 1810

Total 18420 42970 53980

Types of Colleges and Costs 
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Living 

Expenses
• $10000 to $12000 per 

year, which averages 
around $800 to $1000 per 
month. 

• Includes accommodation 
costs, room, and board, 
food, travel, textbooks, 
weather appropriate 
clothing and 
entertainment expenses….
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Scholarships/Financial Aids:

• Scholly
• IEFA.org
• InternationalScholarships.com
• https://www.fundingusstudy.org/
• https://www.internationalstudentloan.com/
• https://educationusa.state.gov
• #youarewelcomehere
• Contact the institution individually

https://www.internationalscholarships.com/
https://www.fundingusstudy.org/
https://www.internationalstudentloan.com/
https://educationusa.state.gov/
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https://hk.usconsulate.gov/education-culture/educationusa
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Accreditation
https://ope.ed.gov
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www.mycollegeoptions.org
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www.collegeboard.org

www.collegesimply.com

https://www.niche.com

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegesimply.com/
https://www.niche.com/
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Admission Requirements

• SAT/ACT
• TOEFL/IELTS
• Personal statement
• Reference letter X2
• Contact Admission Officers



www.educationusa.state.gov

Standardized Tests for U.S. College Admissions

Essay
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Category SAT ACT

Testing Time 3 hrs 

(plus 50 minute Essay)

2 hrs, 55 minutes

(plus 40 minute Essay)

Components Reading (65 mins)

Math (No Calculator) (25 mins)

Writing & Language (35 mins)

Math (With Calculator) (55 mins)

Essay (Optional)

English (45 mins)

Math (60 mins)

Reading (35 mins)

Science Reasoning (35 mins)

Essay (Optional)

Test Style and 

Format

Thinking Test / Paper Test Speed Test / Online Test

Reading 5 Reading Passages 4 Reading Passages

Math Contents Arithmetic

Algebra I & II

Geometry, Trigonometry

Data Analysis

Arithmetic

Algebra I & II

Geometry, Trigonometry

Essay Contents Optional. The essay asks you to analyze 

an argument.

Optional. The essay asks you to 

evaluate and analyze complex issues.

Score Scored on a scale of 400-1600

Essay scores 24 points

Scored on a scale of 1-36

Essay scores 36 points

Major Difference between SAT and ACT
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SAT/ACT Optional Schools

http://fairtest.org/university/optional
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TOEFL iBT Test Structure

TOEFL Total Score: 0-120

U.S. Colleges require 100 or above.
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IELTS Test Structure

Total 
2 hours 45 minutes
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Choosing Schools

• How many?

• Coalition App / Common App

• Individual Schools

The average SAT score for Top 75 colleges is 1280-1400. 

Getting into the Ivy League requires a 1480.

The average ACT score for Top 75 colleges is 28-32. 

Getting into the Ivy League requires a 33.
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What is the purpose of the 
admission’s essay(s)?

Do all universities require it?
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Is there a magic formula?

•respond to the prompt
•authenticity
•character
•memorable 
•make yourself special as a Hong Konger
•Covid – what did you do? 
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Covid Special…….

•SAT/ACT optional?
•Recommendation + Essay + Extra Curricular Activities 
become more important!
•Extras: write an app? help tutoring siblings? contribute 
to community? attend MOOCs? learn to cook for family? 
share as an Youtuber?

Check out: http://bit.ly/FreeWRC for Writing Resources

http://bit.ly/FreeWRC


www.educationusa.state.gov

Application Timeline
One year before (during summer): SAT/ACT prep and test

September in final high school year: Select schools, prepare applications, 
seek recommendations

October: Second/last opportunity to (re)take SAT/ACT

November to January: Submit University Applications

February/March: Results out for universities

May/June: Application for community colleges (rolling admissions)

Jul/Aug: Visa Application

September for first year of undergraduate program: School starts
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https://www.nacacnet.org/news--publications/Research/openings/

College Openings Update: 

Options for Qualified Students

Colleges with Later Application Deadlines

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-101/late-applications

College Application Deadlines
https://www.collegesimply.com/guides/application-deadlines/

Schools With Rolling Admissions
https://blog.prepscholar.com/colleges-with-rolling-admissions
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OPT is Optional Practical Training for International 

Students who are studying in the USA under the F1 visa 
allowing work rights.

General: 1 year
STEM-related: Up to 3 years
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• Email: hkeducationusa@state.gov

• Tel/Whatsapp: 6829 4053

• Global Website: https://educationusa.state.gov

• Hong Kong Website: http://educationusa.hk/ 

• Facebook: USAinHKMacau
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