522 1 s Chocolate Rain Bl AL
FEE 2 HAHELA S R Y EE
Guest 1: Prudence Mak, Creative Director Chocolate Rain

Guest 2: Joseph Tsang Chi To, chairman of Hong Kong Association of Career Masters and Guidance
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Entrepreneurship is tough
Let us take a look at the story of our guest in this episode

Prudence has been a designer for 20 years
With perseverance she has opened up new horizons

In an office of the size of a subdivided flat

| started creating art and handicraft

I took my notebook computer

I went to work during the day

At night | worked on my own brand

No one ever bought my works

After | finished my work, I slept in the office
Just like that

I spent 10 years sleeping in the office

During these 10 years, | travelled around the world
In the 9" year, | finally opened a physical store

I held large-scale exhibitions in shopping malls
Then my works began to be known to the public
Only in the 11" year

My first illustrated book got published

To realise her dream

Despite the discrepancies of expectations between her and
her family

Knowing that the road ahead is beset with difficulties

She persevered

She believed in herself and survived the hard times

Ever since | was little
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My father was against me to study Visual Arts

He resented my good performance in art

Therefore he thought if you paint or create art

You will be like Van Gogh

You will never sell a painting in your life

Therefore | couldn’t work at home

That’s why | had to sleep in my tiny office for 10 years
Everything was kept there

When | failed, | hid and cried

| endured it myself

There were ups and downs over the years

I went through shop closure, forced eviction, raised rent
Business downturn, economic downturn and SARS

| overcame them all

| pulled it through with hard work and will power

You are the only one who has faith in yourself

If you could survive that hard time

You could survive all hardships

Prudence grew up in squatter areas

Where resources were lacking

Instead it allows her to win at the starting line
She considers difficulties inevitable

Growing up in a rough environment
I can weather the storm

It is inevitable to have difficulties
And odd not to have them

Now that she has started her own company
And created her own brand

She advised young people

To think twice before starting a business

Don’t think that
Starting a business and being the boss
Mean from today onwards, you can wake up at will




R E I NE

R R @ e ~ SR ANL
ERTAESE N
IREnE—8 MAAL

FERIZERYES [

G B R
EING SV RESIEL)
BT EE

e S 2 HER R

Wit TR —FBrE4E Ik
AT R E S ETHIE SR
HH R
HEASHIR Z 0
FUREPEIE S T RO TRIE =
FivA 22 R NEE R B2
RS0

EE RS

P — 2 T AT A

RS E LE

b
BEETIL A EAEI
O T TR

R A Raba iy
HEEEEHTIEM
e IR TR
ERZ—T

A BRI H
ARed ~ HAE - Biztg
BN —PHELEN
fEdiEE —(ERE
AIREA IEFRISAEE IR

No one will supervise your work

In fact, you work the hardest and get most frustrated
When all the colleagues leave office

You are the only one who stays behind

In the path to start up a business

One encounters countless difficulties

Support and encouragement from family and friends
Are very important

I want most to thank my grandfather

Who collected many second-hand toys for me

Then my father who spurred me on

But was against me all the time

My mother who dedicatedly

Taught me skills in handicraft making and drawing
All my classmates in secondary and primary schools
Who helped me remember my first intention

Most importantly

My Art teachers from F.1 to F.5

Chairman of Hong Kong Association of Career Masters and
Guidance Masters

Joseph Tsang Chi To advised

Students, after making their life plans,

to find out the job nature first

Whether it is a workplace visit

Or short-term work experience

Or even a summer job

It is working in the actual environment
To experience how it is and what it is

As you have figured out the career choice you made
After you experienced and understood how it was like
The next step is

Will | stick to the decision

Perhaps some students, after the practical experience,
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Will turn over their original decision

When parents and children

Disagree when making life plans

Mr. Tsang suggested that

Young people should make an effort to communicate with
their parents

Don’t blame your parents for not allowing you to make the
choice

Young people have the responsibility to clarify the matter
clearly and orderly,

Express their ideas to their parents

Because there are two sides for every job
You can’t just focus on the appealing, interesting,
Fun, and exciting part

Mr. Tsang also advised young people,
When making a life plan,

To keep an open mind

Prudence’s entrepreneurship experience

Helps us realise

The importance of making informed and responsible choic
Have you made your life plan?

It is time to sit down and give it some thought

D




