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training needed for a speech therapist.

Carley Chan is a speech therapist. She shared with us the reason she chose this job, as well as the main job duties and
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1. Why did you want to choose this career?
How did you get started in the first place?

I chose this career because

I am interested in Language, Psychology, and
Biology

Speech therapy is related to these three
subjects

About ten years ago, only the University of
Hong Kong offered a four-year undergraduate
curriculum of speech therapy

At that time, you could only become a speech
therapist through this course in Hong Kong
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2. What are your main job duties and
working hours?

The job duty of a speech therapist is to teach
people the ability to communicate

The nature of work depends on the working
environment and location

There are two main categories

The first category is mainly related to
swallowing problems

For example, some elderly or other people
may have difficulty in swallowing or chewing
due to accidents

A speech therapist can help them to deal with
these difficulties

Another category is people with
communication difficulties

Including children’s developmental language
barriers and pronunciation problems

Speech therapist will arrange an assessment
for them

And set some training goals and individual
remedial training

And teach their family members how to help
them improve their communication skills
Take special schools or hospitals as examples
Most of them provide a fixed working hours
If you work in private organizations

And need to provide individual treatment
Your working hours will be more flexible
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3. What kinds of training or characteristics
are required for engaging in this
profession?

Except for the programme at the University of
Hong Kong

You may choose to go through relevant
master's courses

Offered by local universities or other overseas
universities

I think the most important thing is to be
patient

People who have communication difficulties
No matter they are children or adult

Most of the time, they have various reasons
Such as self-learning ability, congenital brain
problems

Make them difficult to communicate with
others

Or can't express themselves

Speech therapists need to have more patience
when communicating with them

To understand their problems

Their recovery progress may not be seen
overnight

Long-term training is needed
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