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¥/ English Natasha Yu is a pupillage. She shared with us the reason she chose this job, as well as the main job duties and training

needed for a pupillage/ barrister.
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1. Why did you want to choose this career?
How did you get started in the first place?

When | was in about Form 4 or Form 5
During the summer vacation

I went to a chamber for the first time to work
as an intern with a practising barrister

After that, | also went to a law firm to work as
a summer intern

After experiencing, | found that I liked the
profession of barristers

So | decided to study Law

Currently, I am undertaking pupillage, hoping
to become a barrister

2. What are your main job duties and
working hours?

I am now a pupillage
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I can practise different cases under the
supervision of my pupil master

Depending on you or your pupil master’s
specialization

There are different types of work

Besides attending court

A barrister spends most of the time on
preparation works

Doing research on cases and providing legal
advice

In terms of working hours, since the barrister
is self-employed

It is relatively flexible

Not working from nine to five

But in many cases, it depends on the types of
job or case received

So the working hours can be relatively long
but flexible

You can decide your daily workloads

3. What kinds of training or characteristics
are required for engaging in this
profession?

First of all, if you want to become a lawyer in
Hong Kong

You must obtain a law degree at the
undergraduate level

That is L.L.B. (Legum Baccalaureus), J.D.
(Juris Doctor) or G.D.L (Graduate Diploma in
Law), etc.

After you acquire this qualification

You need to go on to study for the
Postgraduate Certificate in Laws, i.e. P.C.L.L
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After you get this professional certificate
You are required to undertake pupillage for
one year in order to be qualified as a barrister
Undertaking pupillage in the legal industry is
now common in units of three months

In terms of requirements, at least three
months of pupillage in civil litigation

And three months of pupillage in criminal
litigation

For the remaining six months, you can choose
your specialization according to your own
interests

Then you must be “called to the Bar”

You need to be a tenant or door tenant in a
barrister’s chambers

Finally, you can practise yourself as a
barrister

I think the most important thing in this
industry is self-discipline

Because barristers are self-employees

Most of the time, you have to arrange your
own work

So I think self-discipline is very important
Besides, you need to pay attention to details
Because the details of each case are very
important
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